[Disorders of calcium metabolism].
The majority of clinical complaints derive from disorders of calcium metabolism and are associated with a wide variety of clinical symptoms caused by numerous diseases with entirely different types of pathophysiology. The prognosis varies from favorable to fatal depending on the pathophysiology of the underlying disorder of calcium metabolism; therefore, the diagnostic work-up aims to quickly identify the underlying disease causing the disturbance in calcium homeostasis. Every clinical situation with a diminished state of calcium absorption is treated with calcium and vitamin D in varying doses whereas every disorder with an increased calcium absorptive or resorptive state is treated with improved diuresis in addition to antiresorptive drugs, such as bisphosphonates. In many situations the management of a disturbed calcium balance requires an interdisciplinary approach in order to treat the underlying disease in parallel with correction of the calcium homeostasis.